Introduction
Neer [1983] Rotator cuff tear arthropathy
(1) rotator cuff insufficiency,
(2) degenerative changes of the glenohumeral joint (3) superior migration of the humeral head2.
However, not all massive rotator cuff tear develop rotator cuff tear arthropathy. Although the true etiology of rotator cuff tear arthropathy is unclear, what is evident is that it is a difficult condition to treat, and surgical techniques for the management of rotator cuff tear arthropathy continue to evolve.
Facts
Females more common than men
Average age 70 years
Passive abduction: is less than 90º
Positive impingement signs and painful arc syndrome Neer [1981] A massive rotator cuff tear was the inciting event in the development of rotator cuff tear arthropathy, and that both mechanical and nutritional f actors contributed to the subsequent progression of the arthropathy .
Although numerous pathologic mechanisms for the development of rotator cuff tear arthropathy have been proposed, it remains unclear why only some patients with a massive rotator cuff tear progress to rotator cuff tear arthropathy.
Clinical
Basic information regarding the onset of pain, qualitative weakness, prior injuries or surgical procedures, neurologic history, and functional deficits.
Have limited shoulder motion and stiffness. These symptoms may or may not have been precipitated by an acute, traumatic event.
Patients with a diagnosis another inflammatory arthropathy
May present with anterosuperior escape of the humeral head from the glenoid, indicating a grossly deficient subscapularis and supraspinatus.
More commonly, only marked atrophy of the shoulder musculature, especially of the supraspinatus and infraspinatus muscles Both passive and active glenohumeral motion in patients with rotator cuff tear arthropathy will be limited by weakness, pain, and stiffness Pseudoparalysis during attempted abduction and forward flexion. Deficiencies in the active range of motion will also be apparent in external rotation.
The strength of the rotator cuff musculature should be assessed in the standard fashion. 
